
Consultation Statement 
 

Bentley Parish Council held a meeting in the Village Hall on 12th June 2018, to establish appetite for a 

Neighbourhood Plan. Present were Paul Bryant (BDC Neighbourhood Planning Officer), Lizzie Ling 

(Community Land Trust Housing Enabler), Carroll Reeve (Lavenham Parish Council Chair), Bentley 

Councillors Nicky Moxey and Mike Bamford (Chair) and 109 Members of the Public. The meeting 

enthusiastically endorsed the idea; Councillor Moxey agreed to chair the Neighbourhood Plan 

committee pending approval by the Parish Council, and 30 members of public signed up to take part. 

The Parish Council voted unanimously at its monthly meeting to start the process on 3rd July, and the 

Area Designation was made on 12th July. 

Village views were canvassed in detail via a series of Neighbourhood Plan questionnaires; General, 

Children’s and Business questionnaires were produced. Business and General questionnaires were 

delivered by hand to every business and household in the Parish by volunteers at the beginning of 

August 2018, along with a leaflet explaining the process and how to return them. People over the 

age of 16 were asked to complete the General questionnaire, on an individual basis, and to return 

forms by the end of September to collection boxes in the shop and pub. Volunteers also knocked on 

doors to collect copies where requested. 283 questionnaires were returned.  

A whole-school assembly was held at the village school on 26th September to explain the process and 

importance to the primary school children, and to launch a competition for the front cover. Teachers 

facilitated questionnaire completion and returned the forms. A meeting was held at East Bergholt 

High School to canvass the views of the handful of secondary school pupils in the village. 

The Neighbourhood Plan team took stalls at the Neighbourhood Fun Days in September 2018 and 

2019. The 2020 Fun Day was cancelled due to COVID-19.  

In addition, Drop-In Events were held at the Village Hall on 12th October 2018 to answer any 

questionnaire queries and on 24th April 2019 to display the analysed questionnaire results and to 

discuss proposed Policies; several households came along to both, and most stalls were busy all 

evening. No attendance records were kept. 

The local magazine, the Bugle, is delivered to all homes in the Parish, and regular updates have been 

printed in it: 

• July/Aug 2018 – Notice of questionnaire and how to return forms 

• Oct 2018 – reminder to return questionnaire and notice of drop-in meeting 

• Jan 2019 – Progress update 

• Mar 2020 – Progress update 

• Sept 2020 – Reg 14 notice 

In addition, monthly updates have been made to the Parish Council meetings. 

Finally, prior to March 2020 almost all committee meetings (one or two per month) have been held 

in the pub during opening hours, allowing regulars to express frequent opinions on business and 

progress! 

Although volunteer numbers dropped off, around 12 committee members took ownership for 

research and drafting of Policy statements. Many more will deliver leaflets, etc. 


